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OPINION
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Telephone 0734 575833

Schoolboys
had to endure
trial ‘torture’

THE scandal of Crookham Court
School — the Post

e
today — is of an ii
educational establishment which
ran almost uncontrolled and
ul rs.

The principal and two teachers
who abused the pupils had
managed to create a regime of evil.
When a child went through the
school gates he entered a corrupt

i

The three vile men who were
jailed yesterday believed they could
indulge in their attacks without fear
of found out.
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That came in court when

mlh ext and
sympatl handling_of the wit-
nesses by Mr Justice Drake, to pro-
tect the boys from i 3

It is high time e res
were taken in all courts in this land
to child sex abuse ims
having to go through this

We cannot allow another Crook-
ham Court to . We owe it to
the nation’s chi to protect them
from such cruelty and indecency.

Old stamps can
help save lives

type of animal will react
to a certain drug.

1 AM writing to appeal
for trading stamps, used
gonlge stamps, both
ritish and foreign,
first day cover enve-
lopes and_ picture
teards to be used to
elp animals.

emember
thalidomide? It was
shown using non-animal
research that there
would be tragic conse-
quences if given to
humans, but the warning
loney raised goes to i [
fund research into Ip effect,
cancer, rheumatism,
heart and liver disease,
brain damage, diabetes,
AIDS etc, all without
causing suffering to

s.

all drugs
obtained from animal
experiments are untested
and humans become the
guinea pigs!

Please help as this
vital, humane, research is

Unlike traditional 9nly funded by charity.
research, results will re- Please leave an area of
late to humans, not like' paper around the stamps
the hit and miss, poten- If possible. Thank &._,m
tially dangerous outcome N
of animal vivisection,
that only shows how one

Bible’s message
is still relevant

18 Fletton Avenue,
Peterborough PE2 8AU.

MAY I use your caused people most
column to ncern or uncertainf
those people who
helped with the Read-

ing Bible Survey in

the

we shall continue to do.
D DUNSTAN

Birch Close
Sonning Common

Localised language

WOULD someone kindly tell me what a “Whitley
accent” sounds like as described in a Post report

I k? i
.#v:‘lelved in Whitley nearly all my life and 1
wasn't aware we spoke differently from the rest of

Reading.

econd time aroun

Church is

marrying

split over
divorcees

MARRIAGE the second time round is no longer a
question of “will you marry me?”, but “darling,
what does your parish priest think?” J
Divorced people stand more chance of marrying in
church if they live in Birmingham than Berkshire, one

priest has revealed.

even

For many Church of England clergymen in Berkshire still refuse to
derd for church i

Wokingham priest the Reverend Peter Rapsey, rector of St Paul'’s in
Wokingham, is not among them, having recently decided to consider

divorced people who turn to him. He

knows of just two other Church of

England priests prepared to do so in Berkshire.

‘ather Peter said: “It really is
the luck of the draw for divorced
reo le wishing to marry in church.

f the priest in the next parish
refuses, and both partners live in
that parish, there is nothing I can
do to help. That's the law.”

Graham Hamborg, Vicar of
Ruscombe and Twyford, is another
who will consider each case on its
own merit — and has done so since
about 1982.

Father Graham came to Berk-
shire from Birmingham, where the
situation is quite different. He
said: “I was rather horrified to
discover hardly any priests con-
ducted second marriages here.

An increasing number of
divorcees are asking to be
allowed to get married in
church. But

H

yet to make a firm decisi
on second weddings.
SANDRA reports

®An

lists that I know of. As far as I am
aware no-one has done any central
collating of statistics.

“I couldn’t even give you any

names of liberals. It would be in;
o

g to do a
different areas.”
The icati

“It varies greatly in di
parts of the country. In this dio-
cese the Bishops want to maintain
a traditional position, whereas the

officer for
the Oxford Diocese, which
includes Reading, was also unable
gg name any liberal priests in

Bishops in Bir gave the
green light.”

A third “liberal” priest did not
want to be named. He feared re-
criminations, and believed des-
perate cou fes from outside his
pharish might think he could help

em.

Catholics stand no chance at all
wherever they live — unless the
local tribunal decides the first
marriage wasn’t a proper one.

Couples tend to stand a better
chance of success if they turn to
Baptist or Methodist ministers —
although again it’s still a hit and
miss affair finding a co-operative
clergyman.

Some stipulate there should not
have been any ndulterfv. while
others say each case will be con-
sidered individually.

Anyone hoping to avoid rejec-
tion by looking at lists of willing
priests in advance will be disap-

(g'(enntedA A spokesman for the
neral Synod said: “There are no

The Reverend PETER RAPSEY,
Rector of St Paul’s, Wokingham
said: “I have consistently voted for a
change in the Church’s attitude over the last 20 years. The

FATHER PETER

e.

Some priests, while refusing to
marry divorcees, will conduct a
church blessing after the register
office ceremony.

The good news about this is that
you may save money. Whereas a C
of E Church wedding costs £50.50,
church blessings are free. Couples
would E_ay just £29.50 for the reg-
ister office ceremony as long as
th;y %Iave three weeks’ notice.

ather Graham said the con-
troversial _situation within the
Church of England has been going
on for nearly 10 years.

He said: “In 1981 the General
Synod, which is like Parliament in
the Church, declared it was going
to change its policy and that in
certain circumstances second
mar could d
This was passed.

“Then came the question of the
circumstances, and what
proceedure such couples should
go through to make it uniform

GRAHAM HAMBORG,
Twyford

practice thmn;hout the country.

‘‘But having agreed the
principle, the details were never
agreed. Each set of proposals were
rejected. In the end the Bishops
decided not to change the law, but
if clergy felt it in their consciences
to go ahead they should not be
penalised or looked down to. In
effect they were given an amber

ight.

“But different Bishops in dif-
ferent parts of the country inter-
preted it differently, with some
sa{mg nothing had changed and
thers giving the green light.”

Second marriages

In Berkshire, Bishops have been
rather more conservative. When
the Reverend Peter Rapsey
announced his decision to marry
divorced couples last month, area
bishop the Right Reverend John
Bone said he understood, but
could not share this opinion.

Father Peter said in the past
priests have been frightened of
crossi gpheir area Bishops. But he
said: “Bishops are not holding it
against the clergy now, and I guess
gradually different areas in the
country will level off.”

Priests vary in their reasons for
or against second marriages. Some
of their arguments are given
below.

Vicar of Ruscombe and

MR HAMBORG said: “I am pre|
persons if I feel there are particular circumstances, and

red to consider divorced

le have gained, as weli as a

em about being married in

“I am very conscious of the fact I am a human who may
e wrong decisions sometimes, and judgement is not a
position which I enjoy. I do write to the Bishop and justify

al conditions of the previous marriay

e
and that they are acting honorably gy

some reassurance the present relationship
was not a significant factor in the the bre

ak-up of the

Church recognises second marriages as legal and valid, and particular insights which peo)
indeed, that of them are richly blessed by certain meaningfulness for
“It is quite happy that such marriages should be blessed church.
the Church at a of dedication and prayer, with
hymns and choir, and in the context of a celebration of Mass make
if requested; but it is not happy that the marriage should be
"5?:.‘.'9‘...":.“..,.‘".‘&. Kk ite illogical position. e things 1 look Ioi
ick me as a qui IC: , a8 “The thin look for are:
though God is happy when presented with a lhlfn‘«o-pll, “One: lhagny
but wouldn’t be if consulted earlier! are being honou d
“The life-long vows that a couple make to each other the first patoer and children.
during a must be made with the clear intention “Two: | need
that L‘q will be for life. Anything less than this aim as the
ing point would not be a Christian

hold a couple to such vo

s
denial of the Christian

n to
possibility of them being fulfilled, and when the marri;
nl-tloug? on which md&nﬁ" 'ﬁ
seems a

ider every application individually, and
ill take

when there is no

no longer exist
marriage.

revious marriage. I do feel Jesus was clear about adul-

ery.
‘r'%'hree: 1 look for what growth there has been and what
lessons have been learnt from the failure of their first

“This is a very difficult one. It can be av_dnll{ difficult for
someone if their other partner was unfaithful to see what

wi 5
ticking to rul -:‘d“':fll.“m’-“m“f'"
to rules ju ons is
:mfl:gll(udlwu :Idll:&el ind these rul
being true to what I
s

e me
i

e an
believed.

on its own

was lacking in the marriage to make them look elsewhere.
But I don't believe there is usually a totally innocent
partner.
“Some people will recognise that they should have spent
more time at home rather than at work, and so on.

“The final thing you look for is some awareness of them
needing God's help and God’s blessing.”

Father Hamborg said he understood those who felt
second marriages lessened the meaning of the service. But

tribunal

FATHER SANDERS said the Catholic
Church will not even consider second
marriages, unless they are because
one partner has died. But he added
there may be cases where the tribunal
rules the first marriage was not valid.
e said: “An example would be a
teenaged couple who were forced into
it because the girl was pregnant. If a
divorced person approaches the tri-
bunal, we look into their marriage to
see whether it was a valid marriage by
our standards. If it wasn’t we issue a
decree of nullity and they are then
free to marry in church. K
“Another.example of a marriage not

The Reverend ROBIN SANDERS of the Catholic
Church’s office covering Berkshire

number of divorcees are asking to be allowed to get married in church. But the clergy is split about what line to take

S ESUS

being valid is if someone got married
on the basis they could get divorced
whenever they liked, and t it
would be granted. Or if a man keeps
his right to have affairs with |
girlfriends — then he is not accepting
marriage. Another case could be if
someone got married with the express
intention of not having children.”

The parish priest never gets in
volved with the decision unless he has
something to say about the original
marriage. The decision is taken by a
panel of the tribunal. At present the
process will take anything up to two
years. b %,

The Reverend BRIAN BAILEY,
Rector of All Saints in Wokingham

ALTHOUGH he will not marry
divorced people, Rev Bail often
aﬂm to church blessings. He finds
t nine times out of 10 these are

lellt the reasons for his decision,
he said: “At the moment there’s a
division within the church of about 50-
50 for and against. I really feel that you
either say no to everybody, or yes to
everybody. I don’t think you can pick

d choose.
““I:dzclded 1 will not pick and choose,
and for the time being I will not marry

people who have been ‘marrigd before.

“One of the reasons is that quite a lot
of mle are divorced against their
will. They did not want to get @i¥orced,
and if they then see the Church
pared to
of their former partner, it could
distressing for them. i

“That's my own private feeling.
although I'm not u{‘in‘ it ‘won't
change in the future. Hopefully over
the next few years there will be a
strong feeling one way or another.”

The Reverend LEIGHTON THOMAS,
Vicar of Streatley and Moulsford

“IT would be awfully difficult to jus-
tify one couple getting married at the
expense of another, especially since
we don't always know the circum-
stances which have led to the divorce.

“In my own parish we would under
no circumstances remarry a couple
where one or both parties had been
previously divorced.

“There are divorced people within
my own flmirly whom I love very much,
but I would find it very difficult to say

es, I will marry you in spite of the
fact you have been divorced’. And

v

sec
Thomas, said, like the Church he said another important principle which Jesus taught
Church decided for itself where it stood on the issue. was forgiveness. He said: “It's a no win situation.”

then to another couple I would have
to say no. We have Fot to draw a'line. [
woul{in'l put myself in the position of
drawing lines.

“They come to Church to make cer
tain vows. Marriage should be an
exclusive one, ‘til death us do part'. If
it leads to the divorce courts it's a

gl: t tragedy. But it would be very
ifficult for me to forget the first
marriage. A second marriage would
almost make a nonsense of the
ceremony.”

COUNCIL meetings, to the
uninitiated, can more than a little

bers from the school playground.
Regularly, as debates descen:

into inter-part; slln{l matches,

the level of abuse hurled across

Words of a child [EWE

the floor, %\nick.ly comes down to
that of childish insults.
Some loftier members try to
maintain certain adult standards.
Labour leader Coun Lawrence
Silverman started the last full

READING

council blasting the C:
as “repentant sinners”.
Some would say so far so good,
but this level of attack sadly cannot
sustained for very long as
members strain at the leash to
“have a go".

Venemous

Public Eye's award for the most
adolescent insult of recent
meetings must surely go to
Labour’s Peter Jones.

It was he, bobbing up and down
furiously during much of the 10
hour full council marathon, who
decided to rename Tory leader
John Whitwell as “Twitwell”.

As one can imagine, the senior

became a little confused
recently over a question
of sex.
at the recent
ull council found it
extremely difficult to
to terms with having

a male in the chair.

Good old Coun Geoff
ﬁ:-ll t’lle first Te

or _for five years,

to suffer the indignity of
being referred to as the

r.

It seems some council-
lors, after a succession of
female Mayors from :::

Labour benches, coul
get to grips with the con-

Questionable conduct

MUTTERINGS of discontent and

insurrection have been heard issu-

ing from Shire Hall Tories about

their chairman.
PUBLIC | 5555z v

ryos is altogether haj ‘::I:
everyone er wi
Coun Tony Wiseman's conduct of
county council business.
In things have gone so far for

m mull one member, who will remain

Prophet and loss

“AND lo the multitudes rose up and followed.” Who else but
that self-styled prophet Democrat Edwin Singer.

Yes, it was he who at the last county full council declared
himself as something of a “guru” in the world of education
and training. N N .

However, Coun Singer seems to be having a little trouble
controlling his disciples. Hacks covering the event were able
to report that following this remark Coun Singer's followers
were seen heading for the hills.

In fact droves of Democrat members were seen making a

nameless, to suggest that Coun
Wiseman’s tenure as chairman may
not be long of this world.

So far Coun Wiseman has
managed to close one meeting
before a vote was taken on the main
motion — leaving the council in

chaos.
_And at the most recent full coun-
cil he came close to Eerformlng a
e

similar trick during the heated de-
bate on music charges.
Disappointed

However, the one man rubbing
his hands with glee at all this is
Labour leader Coun Lawrence
Silverman — the recognised expert
on all council procedures.

It would seem certain Coun
Silverman would be most disap-

nted to see such an (albeit
nintentional) ally go.
But then again tgi: may be why
fellow Tories feel Coun Wiseman's

s%

JTAVOLA Conservative politician seemed hope the break for the members lounge, though Public Eye is unable to
Cressingham Road absolutely cut to the core by sucha  used ‘tl: the Mg"b:hmn say whether this was due to severe attack of mass falents may be better suited else-
Reading 8 Coun John “Twitwell” venomous attack! rumours start to run rife!  embarassment. where.
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