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Abuse victim’s lone crusade

Teacher tells of his -
life with a monster

A TEACHER who helped
expose the terrible secrets of
Crookham Court has
revealed that he was a child
sex abuse victim himself.
Alex Standish, 27, a former
teacher at the school,
ironically became a pollce
suspect during inquiries into
!he scandal
a twist of fate, a sto
wrl{ten about his own lembll-:
abuse came back to haunt him.
Standish found himself a
suspect when police were sent
an essay he had written about
homosexual abuse at the age of
16 — immediately after his own
experiences.
he former drama and
hlswlgoteucher says lhe essay
was about his own ab
He says he was bnten and
subjected to perverted sex
when he was a teenager.
He wrote the essay to trr and
leanse his system’ the
‘guilt” he felt at bemg avictim.
But he says his teenage essay
was turned against him when a
twisted enemy sent a copy to
the polnce and the press.
tnn ish became

the

services_ unrlvel the lernble
secrets inside the school.

Amid appeals to Government
departments to take action
over the school, Standish re-

gned from his Job in disgust
m J anuary last year.

His campaign continues. He
is currently writing a book on
the Crookham Court scandal to
raise money for the National
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.

Now Mr Standish, who was
head of boarding, has taken the
brave decision to speak out
about the pain and anguish he

—_—
suffered as a boy at the hands
of a child abuser.

That same pllll and anguish

lice
egues

drove him to go to the
put his evil coll

As he puts it: “We set out to
stop a rmlhonure using that
school as a brof

“1 threw m self behind the
whole thing. I thought no-one
rescued me, but I could help
these boys.

“I saw Cadman as a user who
trapped those boys in his

school — the way Iwas trapped
when I was a J'

But his crusade against child

abuse has, in Mr Standish’s

words, “made me a victim twice

er .

He says it cost him a post ata
prestigious London %epara
tory school, which withdrew a
job offer during the investiga-
KIDII

The former Crookham
leacher says he also became
the victim of a hate campaign.

He received threats and be-
lieves his home was burgled.

He says: "As a direct result of
being abused as a child my
ects of it —
have been wrecked.

Mr Standish's own experi-
ence dates back to when he was
11 and living at home in Dorset.

As a lonely schoolboy, with
his father working away from
home, Mr Standish was be-
friended by an elderl,
tary worker at his loca ‘church.

‘his man, a retired teacher,
trapped the schoolboy in a
“tortuous” relauonshnp span-
mnﬁslx yea

Through physlcul punish-
ment and blackmail the
abuser, a family friend, sub-
Leecled Mr Standish to severe
atings and perverted sex.

“I knew there was something
l‘undnmental J wrong but I was

confused,” he says. “I had
loo ed up to him ns someone I
cted and trus
felt very Rped 1 could
not break out of this situation.

“I wouldn't want any young

By ALISON GORDON
A BOY has told how evil
Crookham Court principal
Philip Cadman turned his flat
at the school into an * ‘Aladdin’s
Cave” filled with goodies for
pupils.

And Darren Marriott has spoken
of how discipline was lax and how
evil school owner Philip Cadman,
74, was an easy target for schoolboy
pranks.

It was only when he heard
rumours that the principal and
another teacher were abusing boys
Darren, at the time 13, became
alarmed.

“I1 knew it was all ver) senous
and we were worried.
something done about |l lf It very
angry and sick but I didn't want to
get involved.

“Whenever we tried to make a
complaint it seemed that no one
wanted to listen.”

The youngster had joined other
boys in frequent visits to Cadman’s
study, where he held the school
tuck shop.

Darren descnbed this as an
“Alad Cave” filled with

goodi sllcll as cash, cigarettes
and alcohol, which Cadman used to
lure boys into his sordid sex games.

child to go lhnl)ugh the

agony, guilt and
embarrassment I have
ex scandal book i
The abuse only
II II i f ended when Mr

As was common practice among
the lads, Darren admits he stole
from Cadman and was openly
cheel

“It was all a bit of 2 laugh. Some
of the teachers were a bit loony and
1 knew I could get away with quite
alot of things like smoking.

“He used to lay all the sweets and
stuff on the settee and would leave

Standish moved away

to a boarding school.
When the first case

of child abuse was
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Family | Coat of arms ‘a fake’

By MIKE WILKINS

pooky past of
lhe blulduu wmch
became scandal-torn
Crookham Court has
been revealed by
stunned teachers.

a
pentagr: a mystic

symbol lssocll(ed ‘with

hurriedly covered up

with a poster.
Specualtion was also

rife at one point that
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pursue
claims
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The school, which Jailed owner Philip | meod went to pick up
now stands boarded-up Cad d is son from Crookham
and deserted, was once s:u,rlulnac"mmin?: er a | Court School and was
the academic base for

more than 1
payil ys.

ut a senior teacher,
who wishes to remain
anonymous, has told of
hauntings inside the
historic counuz house
where Philip Cadman,
William Printer md
Anthony Edmo
committed their evll
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people sitting in this
pamcullr chair went

also told of

taking place and heard
a deep luhmg sound.
ooked at the
boyx moulhs but the;
were not moving. It

window in the music
department and had
come back to haunt the

But there was a more
sinister side lo the boy's

TV personality Esther
Rantzen said after the
three-week court case
of Cadman and Printer
thl( one of the abused

{s had attempted to
kll himself by jumping

 former
“‘The

place is evil. There
were talks of having the

uxnlly nbnsinl one
of the pupils.

It was then Mr
Woods and his wife
Joyce had to make a
crucial decision.

Mrs Wood said: “We
knew there was some-

with it we knew we
would have to go the

CROOKHAM Court School boasts
an impressive coat of arms with the
motto “greatness will triumph™

But the school is not entitled to

schools entitled to show a coat of
arms

The arms show crossed swords

with a sheaf of whea

have a coat of arms. say heraldic
exp(‘rls at the Royal College of mereamur”

Hemld in Waiting Timothy Duke
said he can find no record of
Crookham Court on the list of

The motto is in Latin,

“magni esse

But it is thought that the coat of
arms is probably a homemade one
thought up by the school

and a Bible.
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