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Delay
tactics’
of MoD
access
deal

———
By ALISTAIR HORN
—_—

THE GREENHAM
Commoners’
Association has

.nll.u kvd what it calls
the * ng tactics”
of \mn(‘ ufll\ members
over a land deal with
the Ministry of
Defence.

The MoD wants to
reach agreement with
commoners to remove
part of their rights
ovel rurmmonland at
the RAF

In ref lurn i is setto
pay them cash
compensation.

If commoners do not
sign. defence chiefs
say they have the
power to m» away all
their right

Those (nmmnm‘r:
who have formed the
Commons Again
campaign group refuse
tosign the agreement
because they believe
the MoD is acting
illegally.

The group says it has
Jjust discovered a 19th
century act which
shows the Ministry
needs a private Act of
Parliament to acquire
common rights.

But Association
chairman Dr Roy
Swayne said the group
has no legal case to
stand on.

He said if the
campaign group
commoners refused to
sign. all commoners
would lose their rights.

Commons Again has
been backed by former
Master of the Rolls
Lord Denning and
Brian Wright, the
director of Common
Land Cause.

Mr Wright s: It
will be months before
the Ministry crumbles,
but we believe we have
won. bar all the legal
shouting.”

@ Dr Roy Swayne

7

8 Esther Rantzen and Gay

in Campbell from That's Life! during filming of The Scandal of Crookham Court ©

ESTHER RANTZEN has
told how she ignored a court
ruling to help a young vic-
tim of sex abuse give evi-
denee at the Crookham
Collr( trial.
was speaking at the
hondon launch of a Boarding
Schools Hotline set up in the
wake of the Crookham Court
scandal which her programme
That's Life! investigated.
The six-month helpline will
operated by child abuse
chnn'( HelpLine, of which
Miss Rantzen is chairman.
The work of the That's Life!
lenm Ied to the conviction of
ookham Court School
Ermupal Philip Cadman and
rench teacher William

They ‘were both jailed for 10
years for subjecting pupils at
the West Berkshire school to
le-IImg sexual abuse.

teacher, Anlhon)
Edmonds. was jailed for six

Yeslerday Miss Rnnlzen lold
of her decision to
teenage bo; overcome lhe
trauma of giving evidence at
the Reading Crown Court trial
She said: “The worst part of

By ESTELLE MAXWELL

the trial was when | was in-
structed not to keep in touch
with the children

“One of the boys' mothers
asked me 1o speak to her son
the day before he gave evi-
denu-

“He said to me: 'l can't tell
the court what they did to me.
can't put it into words."

‘1 sa silence is the
abuser’s weapon. If they can
sllem‘e you. they are home and

The truth is the only way
you can protect a child.”

A reconstruction of part of
the Crookham Court trial will
be shown on BBC1 on Sunday
at 9.15pm in a one hour That’s
Life! special

Entitled The Scandal 0(

Crookham Court, it wi
feature key moments in lhe
trial, illustrating how the
experience of giving evidence
in court can almost become a
form of child abuse in itself.

Last year a boarding school
helpline was set up for three
u(-uk\ md received more than

'lhv new helpline will run

- _

BJailed — Philip Cadman

for six months, starting on
Sunday evening.

1t has been funded )olnll\ b)
a grant of £25000 fro
Education Department dnd a
grant of £5,000 from the Inde-
pelndenl Schools’ Joint Coun
ci

Miss Rantzen spoke of the
unnecessary pain and suffer-
ing inflicted on children in sex
abuse cases which went to
court, because they were
allowed no access to pro-
fessional counsellors.

She said: “I have heard the
effect of child abuse as a
murder of a childhood. or an
attack on a child’s soul

“Let us not underestimate
the real pain it causes. The
denial of counselling is stupid.
because it does not serve

lin abuse cases

et TV presenter gave help
to Crookham Court boy

justice in the end

“When a child is counselled
it unlocks reality. If a child
were to lie about their
experience. a good counsellor
could tell that was the case.

process in any way

The BBCI reconstruction
features actors and uses
transcripts of the trial

Miss Rantzen said pupils
had been willing to hel’ the
actors in their reconstruction
of courtroom scenes.

She added: “It was not an
experience any of them were
likely to forget™”

Miss Rantzen spoke of the
desperate need to ensure that
paedophiles were not allowed
to go from one school to
another under a cloak of
anonymity as head teachers
tried to protect their school's
reputation

said: “The way forward
is for the Home Office and the
DeLmnmenl of Health to
tackle this problem jointly
The lawyers must meet the
social workers and under
stand the implications of our
legal system at the moment

“They have worked in a to-
la]l\ separate and isolated

and we can only help
chl]dren to help expose what
is going on if they get together
with the joint aim of protect
ing the child.”
B The boarding school
ggcl'plmp number is: 0800 010

Hose han
In force
tdespite
the rain

THE hosepipe ban introduced
after the long, hot summer,

By SUSAN MARSHALL

Thames Water has admit early ran dry.

Watering the garden and cleanmﬁ
your car with a hosepipe are stil
forbidden five months after the ban
was introduced in the heatwave.
Water bosses said they will review
the ban which was kept to avert a
crisis this summer.
Curtin, spokesman for
Thames Water, said: “April to
December last year was the driest
period this century. There was
almost no rain at all.

“There has been a lot of rain
recently but the rainfall last year
was still 25 per cent below average.

Only 224 inches fell on the
Thames area, compared to an
average 29.4 inches. Now the
region’s reserviors are only two-
thirds full

“At this time of year we would
normally expect them to be full. We
need above average rainfall now to

‘e had a massive
fnghl in 1976. It was a very, very big
drought. The situation became
critical he(‘ausc all the reservoirs
became empty

Fifteen years on, and we are
greedier with our water than ever.
Consumption has increased about
one per cent a year, said Mr Curtin.

“We need above average rainfall
over the next two months — and the
last few weeks of steady rainfall
have been a help.

“We are being cautious at the
moment but if we run out of water,

no-one is going to thank us” he
added

The first few weeks of January
may have been wetter than normal
but forecasts for the future do not |
bode well for the water companies.

A spokesman for the Londol

Weather Centre said: “There is more

- fill reservoirs and ‘iel us through  rain on the . but nothin;
3 / next summer," said Mr Curtin untoward for this time of year, witl
-/ Careful use of water resources showers at the weekend and’ then

 Lord Denning now will help to avold a crisis like in  even a dry spell for a bit

Asthma cash darts day | Space
marsime | debris

are lost each year.

One organiser, Rose

MORE than 20 I
inE 2 28 our Mary Koc, said: “Our

are planning a 24-hour

marathon darts match, aim is to try and make Nurse Monica | ¢
to raise u >00 u, hel, it easier for children 1 Nyarca)) "of the ea S
n?]\;'dlht' ksi all ?;‘,?“",‘;‘{'a";ﬁ. of child-  peading branch of the
at risl rom N a
;ﬂ‘hn:;" al The it ol'lhree National Asthma

Campaign said there
is a higher number of
asthma sufferers in
Berkshire than the
national average

said: "It is traumatic
to have children in
hospital and we want
to mghhgm the_prob-
lem in our area.

Fundraisers have
already been E]edg_ed
£500 to buy nebulizing
machines  which en-
able
e mdren e Up to three million She said: “Reading
haler to be treated at People nationally is one of the worst
home. Bliffer from asthma places

for UK’

By ALISTAIR HORN

A CRIPPLED Soviet
spacecraft could crash
to earth on southern
England l:s scientists
have wai

The «l ton Salyut 7
space station is spin-
ning out of control and

=

If it landnd ln l

heavily Ia !
it could claim lllln-
By MARIA CERESA dreds of lives.
R T As it descends it will
kicking a placard, and when Mr break up and shower
Hudson tried to explain the purpose rra%| ents weighing up
of the vigil the man lashed out alf a ton over a
punching him twice. huge area estimated to
Mr Hudson said: "I think he got be 1.500 miles long and
really angry and because he felt he | 50 miles wide.
could not hit the two women he came The Soviets, who lost
and hit me. control of Salyut 7
“The man was very upsel and | several weeks ago, first
angry and some people find the only thought it would land
hey can argue is to use their | well to the south of the
British Isles.
But new figures from
scientists show that

A PEACE protester was violently
ulted during an anti-war vigil in
Wokingham town centre.

The unprovoked attack happened
the weekend as Wokingham Peace
roup collected signatures on a
p-vv xmn opposing war in the Gulf.

Prldxon chairman of the
Lru\lp was punched in the face and
the neck by the attacker.

Mr Hudson, who suffered bruising.

said: “In all my 10 years as a peace
activist | ha\(;‘ never experienced

vthing like this. way
A"T»\Z 28 year-old former fighter fists.”
aid two women members of Mr Hudson described the attack as
he peace %r«mp were talking to the  an ll:inla(led mu?‘em and said h

e became angry would not press charges.
m?;‘l“tu‘d He was expressing The group couected almost 400
himself very forcefully. He was not  signatures last Saturda;
interested in any response. He just He said he guessed aboul half the
wanted to put his own view across. community was unhappi( with the
e man then lost his temper, idea of going to war over

set, Doml Devon and
uwait Cornwall.

[

(Now that’s an offer
you’'ll warm to.)

Baxi Gasflame Super.
Antque effect canopy. Glass front for efficient
Was £439. Discount £60. Price now £379.

Classic style Open e ue dual burne
Was £409. Discount £60. Price now £349.

Here's how to get hot without being bother point within 1.6 metres and to a suntable flue and
ed about the price fireplace i1s included in the price Delivery s free
British Gas Southern are offering some of Visit your local gas showroom today and see
their biggest discounts ever on fires the wide range of living e ‘
Up to £60 off selected models flame fires and surrounas. BIItISh Gas
Installation by ServiceCare to a gas electric before the offer goes cold Southern




