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Fire family
picking up

the pieces

A CASTLE Donington family torn apart
by a fire which gutted their home and
claimed the life of father Mr Albert Har-
rison is picking up the pieces of life, with
the help of family and friends.

Mother, 24-year-old Mrs Karen Harrison,
together wih her three young children, aged
between eight months and four, now live just
a few hundred yards from the scene of the

fire on Shields Close.

It was carly Decem-
ber last year when the
blaze gutted the Harri-
son family home and,
since ‘then, Karen has
been working to get
things back to some-
thing like normal -
despite losing almost
everything she owned in
the fire.

“We were not
insured,” explained
Karen. “My husband

did not believe in it

“Everything went in
the fire so I have had
to start from scratch
again.”

Until recently Karen
has been staying in a
different house to her
children, which has not
helped, but now the
local authority has pro-
vided her with tempor-
ary accommodation
and the family can be
re-united.

antha (two),
bhome in Castle Doningts

by SCOTT
FISHER

“It has its pros and
cons being here,” she

said

“This house is
exactly the same as my
old one, so it brings
back memories.”

“I can't be in the
house on my own at
night, I have a girl stay-

ing with me at the
moment,” Karen
explained

The local council

offered to completely
refurbish Karen's old
house and she accepted
the idea, although not
without some fears.
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“It will be summer
before we can move
back in,” she said.

) Rever really
thought of living any-
where else, but I'm not
sure how I will react
when I'm there on my
own,” she added.

‘Hard’

“It will be hard when
the kids are out at
school or asleep, 1
think.”

Karen’s three chil-
dren, Lee, Denise and
Samantha, have coped
remarkably well so far
with the loss of their
father.

“They sometimes ask
me when Daddy is
coming home, especially
Lee, and they know
now that he is singing
with the angels,”
explained Karen

“He had been work-
ing away before the fire
so we were used to him
not being there, then,
but he used to tele-
phone a lot and was
always back at the
weekends.”

Apart from the obvi-
ous personal loss the
family is facing, it
seemed for a time that
Karen would have to
start her ‘new life’ with
almost nothing in the
way of furmture or
even clothes.

But friends,
and even complete
strangers have given
money and time to help
provide necessities
which would otherwise
have taken years to
acquire.

Collections at local
pubs in the village, plus
numerous _fund-raising
efforts by factories and
clubs ensured Karen
had enough cash to buy
several pieces of second
hand furniture, kitchen
equipment and clothes.

“l am very grateful
to everyone who has
helped us out,” said
Karen.

So what does the
future hold for the fam-

family

ly?

“I don’t know how
things are going to go
— at the moment I am
just taking each day as
it comes and trying to

‘we
house, that will
test,” said Karen.
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STAFF at a Long
Eaton pub are fac-
ing “the threat of
losing their jobs.

The Royal, High
Street, is one of 24
Berni Inns nationally
being - sold off
Grand Metropolitan
Hotels.

The future  of
around 300 employees
hangs in the balance,
including about 24 in
Long Eaton.

A number of meet-
ings between manage-
ment and Royal staff,
planned to discuss the
situation, have been
“Galled off for various
reasons.

‘NEEDS’

Last week.an execu-
tive from Berni’s
regional  office at
Wigan was held up by
snow on his way to
talk to workers at the
pub. By the time he
arrived, 40 minutes

Cox Moore—

@ The ‘landmark’ exterior of The Royal, Long Eatos

late, the
gone home.

Another meeting
has been arranged for
next Wednesday,
when staff hope to
have their fears laid
to rest

Karen Courtney, a

staff had

offers sought

THE town centre premises of Long Eaton firm
Cox Moore Knitwear are up for sale.

Just before Christmas
receivers were brought
in to try to sell the
company as a going
concern.

But the only bright
spot has been a success-
ful management bid to
save 50 jobs with a ven-
ture based on the firm’s
premises at Harrington
Mills in Leopold Street

Now the receivers are

selling premises in
Milner Road and
Broad Street.
INVITED
The former yarn

store and factory shop
in Broad Street is for
sale at £165,000

And  offers over
£1.2m are invited, for
the factory in Milner

Road — “suitable for
sub-division™.
@ Meanwhile, Ere-

wash Borough Council
has shelved its bid to
acquire the premises to
enable a knitwear busi-
ness to continue on the
site.
Said chief executive
Mr Graham Covey-
duck: *““Nobody came
along who was pre-
pared to take it on —
people wanted bits of it
but no-one wanted the
whole.
“The

council just

cannot justify the kind
of money we were talk-
mg about to buy the
building if we are just
talking about 50 jobs.”
Had the offer to help
been wasted effort?
“Good Lord no! Had
the management team
come along and said we
are taking the lot, we
would have been in
there. The difficulty
was we were not in the
driving seat, we were
just saying if someone
needs us, we are here.”

Man on
murder
charge

A 21-YEAR-OLD Long

Eaton man has been
sent for trial at the

year-old Anthony Bates,
of Myrtle Avenue, Long
Eaton, last November.

Ex-teacher to
stand trial

A FORMER teacher at Trent College, Long

Eaton, charged with alleged

offences of

gross
iy and indecent assault has been sent for

to Peter

offences, alleged to have taken place between
March 1983 and September 1987. :

spokeswoman for  car parking facilities™.
London-based public She believed the
relations agency  staff’s future would
Gaunt, Sprettkly, Wil-  be decided by the new
liams, said the Berni  owners of individual
Inns earmarked for  pubs sold, but
sale “did not fit in  thought it likely some
with the ~group'’s’ would be offered re-

needs, either because

of location or lack of  hotel chain.
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