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SCOTTISH church
leaders, part of a dele
gation meeting Foreign
Secretary Douglas
Hurd today, are calling
for sanctions against
Iraq to be “given a
chanc

A Day of Prayer is being
urged on all Scottish
churches for Sunday, to
pray for peace in the Gulf.

It is part of a campaign
of prayers for peace gath
ering momentum through.
out Britain. Leaders
many denominations have
urged congregations to
take part

The delegation to Mr
Hurd consists of inter.
church groups from Eng-
land, Wales and Scotland,
led by the Bishop of Ips-
wich.

Thv Rev Maxwell Craig,
al secretary of the
Scottish group, said the
day of prayer, and the
“serious concern” to be
expressed to Mr Hurd,
showed the churches’
“strong conviction” that
negotiations and sanc
tions should be given a
chance.

“Our hard-won experi
ence this century has
taught us that all-out war
causes more proble
than it can ever solv

d

while, President
Bn«h haﬁaﬂkedalllhlnrl'
sist pressure to provide
Iraq with a face-saving
way out of the Gulf crisis.

THE Prime Minists
ol repeat to Egypt's
President Mubarak his
warning that Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein must be
dealt with before he gets
nuclear weapons.

er will

Mr Major, on the final leg
of his four-day tour of the
Middle East, will underline
the point when he meets the
gyptian head of state in
airo

He will tell him that it
must be the predominant
and most serious argument
to advance to those who re.
coil at the idea of force.

A ROMANIAN pe.

Using electrical current,
death instead of giving the
and bloody slaughter that

Nuclear fear

Funny old world

nt found that killing his Christmas
dinner pig was a crushing experience.

Last-ditc
meeting as
war loom

THE United States and
Iraqg were meeting in Ge-
neva today as Gulf war
tension grew.

Unless US Secretary of State
James Baker and Iraqi Foreign
Minister Tareq Aziz find a last-
ditch solution, then the first
shots could be fired as early as
next week after the UN dead
line for Iraq to leave Kuwait
expires on Tuesday

The highest-level US-Iraqi meet-
ing since the August 2 invasion
was being seen as a last chance to

human,
proportions.

‘The Prime Minister made
abundantly clear yesterday
before he left Saudi Arabia
that it was one of his princi
pal preoccupations in the
countdown to the United Na
tions Security Council dead
line of January 15

Mr Major told military
personnel in Dhahran that
Iraq’s illegal stockpiles of
chemical iological
weapons could be augment
ed with nuclear weapons.

He said: “That is why it is
better to deal with this prob
lem now and make sure he
does not get a taste for more
trouble and more difficulties
in the future.”

he tried to shock the pig to
animal the chop in a lengthy
is traditional in Romania.

But the pig made a spectacular leap at the first prod
and crushed the peasant, who w
is not known If the pig survived Christm

taken to hospital. it The lighter side

US and Iraq
in Gulf talks i ot

avoid a conflict
political and economic

More than 600,000 US-led troops a
lined up against Irag’
Bush yesterday asked Congress for its
support should force be needed

Both sides went in todz
uncompromising mood

‘There is no alternative for the
peaceful political option, other than
that which calls for Iraq’s uncondi
tional withdrawal from Kuwait,” Bak-  a war,
er said in Milan on the last stage of a

Taking off for the Gulf

. British stripper Fiona Henderson is
headed for the Gulf to entertain American troops
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European tour designed to drum up
support for the
Azizsaid Iraq would not yield to pres

the whole region — seen as a last at
tempt by Iraq to link a solution to the
Guil crisis to the Palestinian question
Baker's sole offer to Aziz was likely
to be an assurance that Iraq would not
be attacked if its troops pulled out
France, one of Washington’s main al
Hes, wanis a Middle East peace confer
zerland, w
s hosting the (nnml meeting, ap
peared to back Pari
I reminded Mr Baker that no war
ends without a conference and that |
would rather have a conference before
ar,” Swiss Foreign Minister Rene
Felber told reporters.

of incalculable

army. President

y's talks in

The accident occurred y
Cannon Street station in the

Today, 37 of the injured
were still in hospital

Mr Rifkind, the Transport
Secretary, who hurried to
the scene from Scotlan
promised a detailed British
Rail inquiry

But Mr Prescott said he
would be calling for a full
statement from Mr Rifkind
when the Commons re-
turned next week.

Thes| port sec-
retary said the accident
might not have happened if
BR had the money available
to introduce new rolling
stock

The lessons of the Cla
pham about the
dangers of overcrowding
had clearly not been
learned

But on last night Mr Rif-
kind said: “Don’t assume
that new rolling stock auto-
matically eliminates acci-
dents. Some of the increase
in accidents we've seen in
the last few years had actu-
ally involved brand new

Open
class

mission to Ba
fore January
day's talks hmv\ﬂ-n the
United States and
fail, lllplnmd"l sources
said

He s also preparing con-
tingency plans for a UN
peacekeeping effort in the
Gulf, including monitor
ing of Iraqi troop
withdrawal and creation
of @ UN buffer zone
tween Iraqi forces and US
and allied forces, accord
ing to diplomats.

However all UN diplo-
matic moves were in abey
ance until after the meet
ing in Geneva between US
Secretary of State James
Baker and Iraqi Foreign
Minister Tareq Aziz, they
said

“If the Baker-Aziz talks
have any kind of a follow
up, I don’t think he will get
involved,” said one senior
envoy

But if nothing really
comes out of the Genev
talks, then he is conside:
ing it before the 15th,” he
said

January 15 is the dead
line set by the United Na
tions Security Council fo
Iraq to relinquish its occu-
pation of Kuwait or face
the possibility of war.

UN officials have invest
igated the logistics for
such a visit, Kuwaiti Am.
bassador Mohammed
Abulhassan told report-

s.

MPs probe
rail crash

SHADOW transport secretary John Prescott today
plans to press Mr Malcolm Rifkind, in a previously
arranged meeting, on rail s
in which one man died and 248 were injured.
sterday when the 7.
bound service from Sevenoaks, Kent,

fety following the crash

58am London
rashed into buffers at

John Prescott

““Sometimes there are
problems, where accidents
take place because of human
error or because of matters
which are not related to ei-
ther the age or the technical
competence of the equip-
ment itself.”

Rail experts, train passen-
ger groups and unions are
questioning British Rail's
record on responding to in-
quiry recommendations, in-
vestment in new equipment
and use of rolling stock
more than 30 years old.

BR chairman Sir Bob Reid
admitted it appeared no out-
side factors were involved

r -

Joan Baez Richard Nixc

FOLK singer JOAN BAEZ is 50 toc
D celebrating their birthdays are for

President RICHARD NIXON, 78; comed
singer FREDDIE STAR, 47; singer SCOTT WALKE
actress SUSANNAH YORK, 49; Ryder cup goller K
BROWN, 34; actor CLIVE DUNN, 68; showjumper ¢
HAM FLETCHER, 40; and race horse irainer GE
FREY WRAGG, 61

18 rally to
gay kmght

LEADING
ness personalities have
fend actor IAN McKE
knighthood in the

Eighteen identified th

ctors, dramatists, a

‘come out” in orde

ar Honours List

letter to today’s Guardian,
saying that the
Sir lan’s knighthood as “a
significant landmar
history of the
ment”

They included comedian

PHEN FRY, film direc

tor JOHN SCHLESINGER,

musica
ME]

ENT, diroctor and
N.»r NED SH
RIN, actor and autho
ANTHONY SHER, drama
tist NICHOLAS WRIG!
and the artist MICH
LEONARD, whose portrait
of the Queen is in the Na
tional Portrait Gallery
They said they would like
to distance themselves from
a recent article in the news
paper by gay film director
D] JARMAN in which
he said that as “a queer art
ist” he was principally op
posed because the_honour
was offered by a Tory ad
ministration which had stig
matised homosexuality

Lesson at the zoo|

A £3 million musical about the Old Test

produced after the cast were sent to th
Children Of Eden takes the story of li

and Eve and Noah and the flood through t

the Old Testament. But in order for it to port

animals accurateley the actors had to study

hand at Regent's Park Zoo, said writer JOHN CAl}
Actress MAUREEN “Beattie” LIPMAN

an all-star audience last night at the open

show at the Prince Edward Theatre in the W
Children of Eden is co-written by STEPHEN

SCHWARTZ, who wrote the score for Godsp

directed by Caird who also directed Les Misera

of the West End's most successful musica

ACTORS’ union Brit
lifted a threat to stog
making television con
row over fees, clearin
= fresh talks with advert
lifted The 46,000-strong .
warned it would in

ban from Friday

plan

| L_;._*A

rolling stock.
(=]
SCHOOL closures would
be subject to independent
public inquiries under
sweeping reforms pro-
by Labour today.

Shadow education secre-
tary Jack Straw said the
present system for reor-
ganising surplus school | [arrisn rusos
places was *“wasteful, ar- | | Cons.
bitrary and unfair®. ‘H 1

FT Index 1645.9 (+9.0)
FTSE 2108.8 (+8.9)

Japan ‘will

Parents, teachers and
governors should be given W ar
new rights to object before
an independent inspector
and put forward alterna-
tive plans.

“Though the local public
inquiries will take time,
we believe that overall the
system will be much more
efficient and probably
quicker,” he said. o

Mr Straw said surplus| |3@ss 8338
school places had risen to| | AUSTRALIANS
estimated 1,780,000 —a | | [ H Frov 1
caste” of £360 million a| | bt Cona 5
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Sex abuse
helpline

A GOVERNMENT-backed
campaign to stamp out sex
abuse in boarding schools
was launched today.
ing Schools rbrg Gp
Helpline, funded by ||MERERISEIC
in grants, has been | |’ 07 11
created as a result of a sex | | Bumer . 8xd
scandal at Berkshire pri-
vate school Crookham

Whitbrd A’ 429 +4 | Boats
School owner Philip || mrd A &8 4 00

Cadman and French
teacher William Printer
were jailed for 10 years
and English teacher Anth-
ony Edmonds for six years
last July for sex offences.

Thai drug
trial delay

A BANGKOK juvenile court
today adjourned for three
weeks the case against Bri- || Laporte. . 47
tish teenager Patricia Cahill, || LeighInts 302
accused of heroin smuggling. || Reniokil . 220
The 17-year-old from Bir. || 5LECTRICALS
mingham denies possession " 15
of heroin B
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E=S pull trigger

I 6xd W THE chairman of one of
Britain’s biggest brokerages
today forecast a major shake
up in the London equity mar
ket, h an increase in Japa
nese participation likely

Mu hael Richardson, chairma;
of Smith New Court Ltd, told
press luncheon in Tokyo the num
ber of market makers, current
27 with half of the market held b
Jjust three firms, would be halved
over the next two to thr

The Big Bang was a

relled shotgun. The second trigge
* will go off. There will be f
Jjob losses. Bankers and mer
bankers will have to r
selves,” he said

“One or two merchant banks
London could be for sale. There
scope for a takeover by Japanesc
firms on an agreed basis. The
would be welcome if they came i

rms with the dom
are Smith New Cour
5. Warburg & Co and Barcla
oete Wedd Ltd, he said

Pan Am to
seek help

@ PAN AM Corp, which has beer
seeking a partner to keep Pan Am
d Airways flying, ha
e in l\w New \-u‘

sought refuy

sion, high fuel pn
cussions of the Lockerbie disaste

The company said it had filed fc
reorganisation under US bank
ruptey law, which protects it fror
its creditors while it restructures
its finances.

Gulf nerves

WF NCIAL markets held their
breath today ahead of the crucial
The FTSE
Index of the leading 100 shares
opened unchanged in London but
managed to edge more than 10
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Smith, 19, was sentenced to

Caw
Chloride
25 years jail last month. ™

y 0
Ass Brit Ports 198

points ahead within the first half
hour in nervous trading

Free FI"lng From o Gvasaty and we ocks st Mk At her trial Smith said Ca- ] SHARE MOVEMENTS: Gains or losses | (0w — & Sterling has dropped back
oo 10 Dayment by Stanang Order As miore for 4 oetass | [hill tricked her into smug- Siixa .1 | Shown compare with prices at previous | (/™" e Aagainst the US currency and was
gling the drug; day's close of business o - lown more than a cent again today

y 2 + at 1.8935 from 1.9065 last night.
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