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IMMEDIATE action to

dards.

Mr Clark described the fig-
ure as “deplorable”.

The other report, compiled
by the National Foundation
for Educational Research, in-
dicated primary school read-
ing standards had declined
in the late 1980s.

In a letter to education
authority and primary school
heads, Mr Clarke made clear
he placed much of the blame
I on schools and authorities.

He told them: “I look to
schools and to every local
education authority to take
a much more active and criti-
cal interest in reading stan-
dards in its own area than
has apparently been the
norm in recent years.”

O Esther Rantzen: Exposed
school abuse scandal

improve the teaching of

reading was ordered yesterday by Education
Secretary Kenneth Clarke as he published two
highly critical reports on primary school stan-

One, from Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Schools,
found teaching of reading was
ry” in 20pc of primary schools.

“less than satisfacto-

1

‘An indictment’

(J Kenneth Clarke:

Standards deplorable, says

The psychologists, from
nine local authorities, said
tests on 347,000 seven-year-
olds showed a S0pc rise over
the previous four vears in
the number of children una-
ble to master simple words
and sentences.

They blamed the decline
on new teaching methods,
such as ‘“real” books, in
which children memorise
whole words instead of spell-
ing them out phonetically.

The HMI report indicated
standards were very much as

Crackdown to combat sex abuse of pupils

scandal at Berkshire private board-
Crookham Court
exposed by Esther Rantzen's That's
Life

THE list of barred teachers may be
extended to non-teaching staff in an
effort to combat child abuse. Schools
Minister Michael Fallon said yester-

ay.
The “List 99" held at the Depart-
ment of Education comtains the
teachers
barred for sexual and other offences.

Mr Fallon was speaking at the
of a Boarding
Schools Helpline set up after a sex

d

names of areund 1.500

launch in Len

they were 10 years ago, while
the one by the NFER indi-
cated a decline.

“Reading is the most fun-
damental skill children need
to take advantage of their
schooling,” Mr Clarke told a
London news conference.

“I am determined that we
should achieve better stan-
dards.

“l am instructing HMI to
continue to monitor reading

standards and provide me
with regular reports.”
He added: “I strongly urge

ing school

TV programme.

The six-month helpline will be op-
erated by child abuse charity Hel-
pLine and funded by grants of
£25,000 from the Department of
Education and £5,000 from
Independent Schools Joint Council.

Mr Fallon said: “We are now look-

all parents to find out about
their children’s reading stan-
dards and to participate in
helping to improve them.”

The HMI report resulted
from visits to 120 primary
schools.

The NFER report was
based on statistics from 26
local education authorities
and of these 19 showed some
decline in reading standards
among seven-year-olds.

Labour's education
spokesman Jack Straw said

ing at
was

the list.”

ously.’
the

at certain
teaching staff, such as sports instruc-
tors. groundsmen and so on to put on

His department had no evidence
the problem was widespread but Mr
Fallon said: “We take it very seri-

Employment procedures would be
tightened up. inspectors would make
more visits to independent schools

0

‘Action now’ order on
schools reading crisis

Doug McAvoy
‘Big cutbacks’

minister

the results were a “deplora-
ble indictment” of the
Government's record.

Doug McAvoy, general
secretary of the National
Union of Teachers, said it
was “sad and unfortunate”
that the percentage of
schools where teaching of
reading was less than satis-
factory was so high.

He said there had been
“tremendous cutbacks™ in
resources made available to
schools for books and the
school library service

categories of non-

said.

A special That's Life programme
on Crookham Court will be screened
on Sunday, which includes a recon-
struction of the tri

school

and there would be more cross-refer-
encing on employment records, he

P
French teacher William Printer be-
ing jailed for 10 years and English
teacher Anthony Edmonds for six
years last July.

Labour
pledges
closure
Inquiries
SCHOOL closures would be
subject to independent pub-
lic_inquiries under sweeping
reforms proposed by Labour

yesterday
Shadow Education Secre-

?gry Jack Straw sad the
resent system for reorgan-
1sing surplus school places

was “wasteful, arbitrary and
unfair” :

Parents, teachers and
governors should be given
rights to object before an in-
spector and put forward
alternative plans

“Though the local public
inquiries will take time, we
believe that overall the sys-
tem will be much more effi-
cient and probably quicker,”
he told a news conference.

Launching a consultation
paper, Mr Straw said surplus
school places had risen to an
estimated 1,780,000 - a
“waste” of £360m a year.

Parents, governors and
teachers were often unable
to question reorganisation
plans, he said

According to the docu-
ment, allowing schools to
“opt-out™ of LEA control
had *“almost paralysed any
sensible reorganisation of
provision”

which ended in
Cadman and

owner Ph

Rabbit to help

women survive
breast cancer

A RABBIT named Sam is
helping scientists in the
battle to improve survival
rates among women with
breast cancer.

Thanks to Sam, the Imper-
ial Cancer Research Fund
hopes to be able to identify
which women with early
breast cancer are likely to
suffer particularly aggres-
sive forms of the disease.

The rabbit has been spe-
cially treated to produce
antibodies which identify the
women at high risk.

They can then be given
drug treatment as well as
surgery, optimising their
chances of survival, while
women at low risk could be
spared the often unpleasant
drug side-effects.

The new hope was raised
{esterdaéby scientists at the
CRF’s Clare Hall laborato-
ries at South Mimms,
Hertfordshire, and the
ICRF’s Molecular Oncolog;
Laboratory at Hammersmitg
Hospital, London.

Dr Bill Gullick, head of the
Molecular Oncology Labora-
tory, said: “Women whose
breast cancer is diagnosed
early have a better chance of
successful treatment.

“But a fifth of patients
who, in theory, have a good
outlook, do relapse — so be-
ing able to identify high and
low risk patients has impor-
tant implications for treat-
ment.”

By Richard Woodman
Medical Correspondent

He said recent research in-
dicated that women with
particularly high levels of a
protein produced by a can-
cer-causing gene were at
high risk.

Tests so far carried out on
well over 1,000 breast cancer
tumours had confirmed that
a fifth had high levels of the
protein and were at high
risk of aggressive breast
cancer.

The scientists made the
antibody by injecting a tiny
part of -the protein into the
back of the rabbit at inter-
vals over a six-week period.

The antibodies were col-
lected by taking blood from
the rabbit’s ear.

Now, plans are under way
to test the evidence in a new
clinical trial at the Ham-
mersmith Hospital.

Dr Gullick said: “If clinical
trials confirm the picture we
are getting from testing bio-
K:les of tissues from years

ck — that women with high
levels do worse - we
can ensure that, in future,
this group receives drug

apy.” .

There are 24,500 new cases
of breast cancer annually in
the UK.

0 A technician examines Sam, the rabbit who produced the antibodies

Burning issue fatally ignored

MILLIONS of people are failing to protect
themselves against harmful rays from the
sun despite an alarming rise in skin cancers,
according to a survey yesterday.

It said two in three men and half of all wo-

men never used a sunscreen cream.

of men and women are
n it comes to under-
ance of sun protection
and what to do,” said the survey, based on

“The vast majori
still in the dark
standing the im

interviews with 2,000 people.

About 3,500 cases of malignant melanoma,
a fatgl skin cancer, are being reported each
year in Britain and the incidence of the dis-
ease was now 80pc higher than a decade ago.
Other skin diseases are also on the nise,
and one survey in South Glamorgan found a

quarter of
keratoses, s

lignant.

ham-based

exposure to th

of a tan, report

By David Simpson
Home Affairs Correspondent

eople aged over 65 had solar
In sores and damage caused by
€ sun, which can become ma-

The survey said 70pc of i
skin Ieasily capable o b population biad
people regularly suffered from sunburn
oung women, the group most in search
ed the most problems.
€ survey was carried

of burning, and one in 10

out by Notting-

harmaceutic:
Crookes Healthcare. uticals company

Lords snub

MORE than one in four
eople want the House of
Eordx abolished, according
to a nationwide survey by
Public Attitude Surveys Ltd.
Almost half - 466pc -
opposed hereditary peers in

the Lords. The survey was
conducted for BBC Radio 4.
TV return

FORMER BSB satellite TV
executive Hugh Williams, 44,

who lost his job when the
company merged with Sky, 1§
rejoining the BBC to start
World Service Television, an
extension of the Corpora-
tion's worldwide service,

Space fallout
THE abandoned Salyut-7
Soviet space station will fall
to earth between February
10 and 11. There is a one
chance in a million anything
will fall on Britain, experts
said yesterday.

Pay deadlock

LEADERS of 28,000 British
Gas manual workers yester-
day rejected a 9pc pay offer.

Curbs over

CURBS on the slaughter of
sheep are to be lifted on
Monday in Cumbria, whic
was hit by radioactive falli
out from the 1986 Chernoby
nuclear disaster.

Man, 106, dies
106-YEAR-OLD Percy ,Rosc
died on Tuesday in a Peter
borough hospital.




