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What’s all the fuss about?

Regional newspaper
of the year

Read by more than
people evers n

Thank
goodness
for Esther

ESTHER Rantzen
and her teams from
That's Life and
Childline have
performed a public
service.

It was their inves-
tigation at Crookham
Court School in
Berkshire which
uncovered a sickening
child sex scandal and
brought three wicked
teachers to justice.

And Esther herself
withmany
investigative years
behind her, weeps at
the memory of how she
had to tell five sets of
parents that their
much loved sons were
victims.

Wealthy Philip
Cadman was a pervert
who bought his own
school and thereby a
constant supply of
terrified and confused
boys.

Now, along with
French teacher
William Printer, he
has gone to prison for
10 years which is not a
minute too long.

SACKED

Anthony Edmonds
got six years after
admitting sex offences
against boys in his
charge.

The appalling thing
about Edmonds in
particular was that he
was sacked from
another school for
similar offences yet
the headmaster did
not report him to the
police.

That really is
unforgiveable. And
lack of action then was
directly responsible for
the misery suffered by
more boys at Crook-
ham Court.

Thank goodness the
likes of Esther
Rantzen are suspicious
and persistent enough
to pursue evil people
not only for their pro-
grammes but through
the courts and to
Jjustice.

——

Much publicity was
given to support from
the Princess of Wales
for a conference on
Family Life.

Her intended
presence there was
noted by many, not
least representatives
of homosexual and
lesbian groups.

And it seems that
they found it amaz-
ingly easy to make
their point. The cam-
paigners strolled into
the Brighton confer-
ence centre, on to the
stage and delivered
pamphlets to the
princess under full
camera glare.

There was clearly no
greater threat to her
than that. But there
could have been.

What on earth were
organisers and
security people

thinking about?

“TO THE royal family the world

must smell of new paint.” This was
a remark made in a radio pro-
gramme about the “spit and

polish” that goes on when a royal
visit is expected. | was reminded of
the year when the Royal Show
came to Harlescott.

Princess Elizabeth, as the Queen then
was, visited it, and on leaving had occasion
to be driven along the newly-made bypass
round Harley, so very newly-made that the
sides of the road were brown and bare.

It was decided that such brashness could
not possibly meet the eyes of the Princess.
The brown earth was therefore sprayed with
green paint! | wonder whether she giggled!

Iit's my
belief

A churchwoman’s
view by

JENNIE
AUSTERBERRY

impromptu  call

overall, saying:

old natter!”

ooo

Many years before that, as | was told by
an uncle who was present, Queen Mary was
given a conducted tour of Cadbury’s. At one
point a road, bordered by high hedges, cut
through the grounds, and a bridge was built
across it.

An official, “casing the joint” before the
visit, said that Queen Mary could not be
expected to walk up and down its steps, and
the hedges must be cut. This was done with
some reluctance, and the visit duly took

you ever

ace. Arriving at this point, Queen Mary
said: “There must be a lovely view from that
bridge. May | walk over it? And she did!

We all tend to fuss when we have a
visitor. We want our home to look nice, but
too much fuss defeats its own object. Have
made a pre-arranged visit to
someone, and found yourself in a room that
looked as if no-one lived in it, not a book or
magazine in sight, the smell of polish, the

is necessary.”

“Scrambled eggs.”

“Martha,” He said,
fussing about so many things, but one thing
Maybe He meant,
simple dish is enough, then you too can
come and sit with me.”

A little girl was once asked what meal her
mother would prepare if the Queen visited her.
she said, “because she can
make them quickly, and then she would have
time to talk to her.” The Queen might well have
approved — | am sure Jesus would.

cushions plumped up so_that you hardly
dared to lean against them?

As you drank tea from a dainty cup, you
couldn’t help realising guiltily how much
work your visit had made for your friend
Then perhaps another day you made an
on another
found knitting on one chair, a magazine on
another, and your friend, beaming in her
“Lovely! Sit down while |
make a cup of tea, then we can have a good
On which visit are you happier?
| know which | prefer.

You will remember the story of Martha and
Mary. Poor Martha wanted everything to be
just so when Jesus visited her, and set out to
prepare an elaborate meal. But Mary knew
that a tired Jesus wanted more than anything
else to sit and talk quietly with His fiiends

friend, and

“you are fretting and

“One

King Arthur,
hero of the

ational
Union of
Puppets

THE Great Purpet Master is still big box-
office and still pulling most of the strings in a
tangled labyrinth which would have brought
down any politician, and certainly any other
union leader, whose bizarre financial
manoeuvres had been exposed in such a way.
If the protagonists were City players, the
trial would now be in its fourth month.

Arthur Scargill, however, is a man who will not only
survive but positively thrive in the face of such adver-
sity, battling heroically against the odds. The light of
truth blazes from his eyes; he genuinely believes he acted
properly in handling vast amounts of money in the way
it a) rs he did.

e is helped, of course,
by the puppeu who

continue to nod sagely
the fnmlllnr rounnc
unfolds and the arms rise

to acknowledge the
applause (or is it to tug

Arthur

Scargill —

has achieved
th

e
unenviable
record of
failing to

lgrnmmt

TONY MAGUIRE on the
“bleeding to death” of the
once all-powerful NUM

another few strings?). Two stark statistics con-
Some of those who have firm the terminal decline:
been begunled once o0 six years ago, there were
often have gun to sit 221000 miners employed
with arms folded during in Britain's 170 pits. As
the NUM gathes

ovations, others mutter for its annual conference in
their misgivings to the Durham this week a

cameras or from the com-
Jit of 148’ Homea'of Gom Ty Juc;:u S
mons. working in 71 collierics
ENEMY 0o
20008 “of them are NUM
Arthur, meanwhile, members.

marches on, drawing the  Put the figures in con-
loyal troo, together text. There are more people
apainst 'the common in the Inland Revenue
enemy: the mcdm Staff Federation than there
For decades these troops are in the “mighty” miners
were the elite vanguard of union — and they probably
the worlung class; a proud represent a greater poten-
in struggle, tial threat to the nation's

Emd in uw(‘ bv the rest of economy than the collec-
the labour movement and tive muscle of the rump
controlled by strong men represented by delegates

with real talking to themselves and

Just look at them now. the cameras in Durham
umiliated, thisweek

demoralised, irreconcilabl There are five times

divided and consumed with more tal workers and
strife, the National Union almost four times as man
of Mineworkers is close to members of the Britisl
oblivion. The last rites Telecom union. Jimmy
were being performed this Knag(‘ has twice the
week members and arguably 10

times the power — re-
member last summer?

ven Eric Hammond,
scorned as the bosses’ lap-
dog, retains enormous clout
in his exiled electricians’
union.

But still the miners
make news — although
there are times whcn even
the Great Pu aster
would prefer that thcy did
not.

His American press
officer, who finds it diffi-
cult to hide her distaste for
journalists and played a
significant role in secretl
shifting the miners’ casl
around, once characterised
the leadership’s attitude to
industrial correspondents
thus: “Along with broad-
casting lechnlcluns
basically our enemies’ front
line troops.

Ten years on, some
delegates still respond with
third-form glee when
Arthur slips back into the
old trick of singling out
reporters he believes have
transgressed

Their sin has been
point out facts such as lhe
way in which Scargill
managed to draw £100,
in cash from the “Miners
Trades Union Inter-
national” on August 12,
1985, five months after the
end of the year-long strike,

mortgage to help pay for
hls dehghtful new home,
Treelands Couugc in
Worsbrough

Five months after the
dispute ended many of
those most loyal to the
a{,rikek— in laccmhkc v.her
close-knit pit villages o
South Wales — were still
trying to clear their hous-
ing debts from the first five
months of the strike, let
alone considering six-
(|gurc mortgages. If

§|ll ever does fall, it
could be this single outra-

us contradiction which
leads to his demise.

He told the Lightman
mqm'g that his son-in-law
carrie aut the purchase on

alf as he “‘wished to

ccncenl his identity as

pul r to avoid adverse

publicity.” I bet he did.
Members of the TUC’s

ruling general council, who
have watched the endless
Scargill saga unfold with
disbelief, are convinced
that the NUM president

did not seek personal gain
from the financial transac-
tions uncovered by
Lightman.

ey are astounded at
the tale of intrigue
unveiled in the 133-page
report, and its 24 annexes.
They marvel at Scargill's
ciduring headling! velie,
But above all else, and
from different sides of the
political spectrum, they
share the same despair at
the plight of the NUM and
amazement at the adula-
tion still enjoyed by its
president.

“The biggest tragedy is
the way that union has
been led to the brink
without any attempt to
draw back,” said one white-
collar leader. “It cannot all
be Arthur's fault, the
miners must share some of
the blame because of the
blind loyalty they have

shown.

Another general secre-
tary, further Left, yester-
dny felt Scargill was a
“hability” and an obstruc-
tion to the only logical
route left open for the
union; merger with Ron
Todd s still-mighty TGWU.

“The great skill in this

News from

the airwaves
of Radio 1 FM
this week

with

Jakki Brambles

id one cl I
nphlmd “When | woke up in the morning, the
tape had run out. | put it back on and got
seconds of Satisfaction in a very drowsy rendition,
&m the guitar goes ‘clang’ and it was 45 minutes

Perhaps that also 0 explains where the titl for
the Stones' later indercover of the Night
comes from.

Warren guards secret

STEVE WRIGHT pulled off the biggest showbiz
coup of the year when Warren Beatty turned up on
the Afternoon Show as a live guest. Steve and his
producer had gone to an awful lot of trouble to
grab Warren for his only live interview in this
country — and ten minutes into the chat, we found
out why they had made so much effort.

“l have to ask you about your romantic inter-
ludes,” Steve said cheekily. “You have so much
success with women, | wonder if you could give
my producer and me a few tips.” The Dick Tracy
star obviously appreciated Steve's sense of
humour, but would only smile and shake his head.

Beach Boys rattled

THE Beach Boys could soon be performing with

a ehunul orchestra, all thanks to our very own
s. Bruce Johnston of the band spoke

to Simes last week, and mentioned that he would
lmlv to work with the British conductor, Simon

ttle.

Immﬂduuly after the interview, our morning
DJ called Mr Rattle’s orchestra, ai dea was
received with what Simes described as Good
Vibrations. There may now be a charity concert in
the offing, perhaps even an album.

Phil in the air

PHIL COLLINS’ most famous song title In the Air
Tonight will have special meaning when he sings
it in Berlin next Sunday night, July 15, because the
concert is being broadcast live on Radio 1

Tune in at 7pm — no jacket required. And by the
way, if you're a Neighbours fan, you will no doubt
have been pleased with today’s special guest on
the Roadshow, Craig Mclachlan, who was
peforming his top five single Mona with the help
of Simon Mayo and myself.

Hot trax

WATCH out for these new releases which we

lbums: Ponson — Flesh and Blood; Toni Toni
Tone — The Revival.

game is knowing when to
compromise; when the odds

miners never again have
the power to turn off the
lights — not that they even
came close six years ago.

are stacked too high.
Arthur is motivated by the
right reasons but lacks Whether an independent
judgment; he could have NUM still exists at the end
cut and run and saved the of the Great Puppet
NUM. But compromise is Master's decade is now
not in the nature of the clearly open to doubt. Joe
beast, is it?" Go ¥c, Scargill's canny

Since becoming _elected gredecessor
national mldenl in 1982, believe Scargill
Scargill has achieved an maintain the same stage
unenviable record in fail- show for ever.

ing to negotiate a single PROMISES

national wage agreement

with the coal board. He once wrote: ““Arthur
The NUM’s stubborn may have made a lot of

reluctance to even pmm:scsnbouthowhewnll

aknowledge the existence never change his

of the y Union of but he will
Democratic Mineworkers find out soon enough that
should ensure that record you can’t be ﬁghtmg

is maintained for a decade
The conference was told For once, Joe was wrong.
this week that the NUM is  He was an old trouper with a
“bleeding to death” because vast repertoire. This week has
of this stand — but the confirmed his successor will
warning still went continue performing the same
unh tired routine as long as the
The Government’s huge audience is pre, to sit
investment in strategic back and let
coal stocks, the vast And after eight years of
amount of oil-fired er Arthur, those who were
generation still in once the elite storm
mothballs and the gas-fired troopers of the working
power stations coming on class wouldn’t even
stream will ensure the the Territorial Army.

attles all your life.”
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